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of our ancient systems will be carried on. Only, we shall not
show so much dependence on the Sruti or any other such text as
our ancient philosophers did. We need not show any disrespect to
those books, but our dependence on them will be less. Respect for
tradition may be respect for a text, person, or thought. Of the
three, respect for thought must certainly have the greatest value.
What is of importance in a text is not the paper of which it is
made, the ink with which it is written, or the words which are
written, but the ideas that are expressed. Similarly, it is not the
physical body of the teacher or the language he uses that is of
chief importance, but the thoughts he wants to convey. When we
get them out, all else is secondary. It is the study and examination
of these thoughts that make for progress. Respect for tradition
may be cultivated only so long as it does not become an impedi-
ment to progress.
But in one important sense this is a strengthening of tradition
rather than its weakening. The principles of our traditional
thought, "now that they are made available in their pure form,
can be applied to other spheres of our experience to which they
have not hitherto been applied. This means a thoroughness in the
establishment of our tradition rather than a break with it. This
procedure organizes better our outlook, makes it more definite,
and makes us feel our individuality more intensely. With such a
philosophical support, we shall feel the presence of reality in
every phase of our experience, and shall carry on our lives with
confidence born of conviction, We shall not feel that our experi-
ences are opposed to reality and are leading us away towards
non-existence and ruin.
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NATURE   OF  PHILOSOPHICAL  DEVELOPMENT
^A new synthesis in philosophy does not mean always the invention
of a new argument or new result/ There may be a few of the
belief that originality in philosophy lies in the discovery of new
arguments, and some of the belief that it lies in reaching astound-
ingly new results. But it is not so. Many in India have little
respect for new arguments. The undertaking to discover them
may be dishonest, if not childish. What the philosopher has to do
is to trace out certain generalities in the intricate web of experi-
ence. Much depends on the way he marshals our experiences, on
the point with which he starts, and the way he proceeds. Thereby
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